IGNITE TEEN HANDOUT
Week 5 - 10/24/2021
Making sense of the Bible

Lesson Introduction

The Word God speaks to us in love, inviting us to be friends. God’s
Word is life giving. It has the power to heal, comfort, affirm,
challenge and instruct. As Catholic-Christians, we believe that the
Bible is reliable, truthful and sincere because we believe our God is
reliable, truthful and sincere.

SET THE WORLD ABLAZE!

IS THE BIBLETRUE?

=y Got
r‘Qﬂestions

Yet learning how to hear the Word of God, and through it, feel God’s loving presence, takes time and effort. Like all the
information we receive, we have to learn how to interpret what we hear/read in the Bible.

Many people (young and old) become discouraged when they first try to explore the Bible. Indeed the very first story -
the story of creation - raises questions about whether or not what the Bible presents is true. Lack of confidence in
biblical truth, is one of the major issues that raises doubt and diminishes faith. If we do not have confidence that the
Bible is reliable, it undermines our belief in the trustworthiness of God Himself. If we question the honesty and sincerity

of God’s communication to us, we simply stop listening.

)

Knowing does not happen all at once. Knowing is a process.

EXPLORE LEARN THINK

Understanding how this process works helps us become
more skillful and adept knowers.

Knowledge builds on knowledge
Like building a block tower, we test and assemble
each piece of data we receive to create concepts
that work together to create ideas that lead us to
draw conclusions.

Over time, we build a bank of things we know. This is called prior knowledge.

Maintaining our bank of prior knowledge in good order requires that we
occasionally review what we have learned so we can use it to add to our
understanding. That’s one of the reasons for the Teen Handouts.
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Tonight we are going to ask the question, “Is the Bible a reliable source of knowledge

Catholics believe
God Has A Plan

That every person will find truth and
happiness and all of creation will
achieve its full potential.

“God, infinitely perfect and blessed, in a
plan of sheer goodness freely created
humans to share in his own blessed life.
For this reason, at every time and in
every place, God draws close to us, God
invites all men and women to seek him,
to know him, to love him.’

From the Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1.1 (known from now on as CCC)

Created in God's image and called to
know and love him, the person who
seeks God discovers certain ways of
coming to know him. CCCII.31

Only in God will we find the truth and
happiness we seek - CCC .27

What do you believe?




When I read
the Bible I only \\0\:‘
get more cnnfuszdl v

Some of my non-Catholic,
Christian friends tell me
the Bible says women
must obey men; Gay
people are a big mistake -
unintended freaks of
creation - and transgender
people don't even exist!

Is that true?

Some people
make the Bible
say whatever the

fl"i_'ly Uncle says thabifla
lai

was written to explai

the mysteries of the

universe, before the

advent of modern

science. Scientific

discovery has made the
Qihla irrelevant.

4
4

/§ume Christians [ -] 's all so confusin
me that Biblical trit nd messed up! #71 |
transcends all truth, on't know what to
even scientific truth, hink or who to
because the Bibl elieve?

comes from God and
all other forms of
truth come from

uman beings.

Does anyone really know what the Bible says?!
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A faith to call your own

It is time to...

Yep, truth is truth.
both objective and
subjective. And of cou
you know truth d not

of truth, but truth
bigger more inclusjve
than just facts.

L |

Historical
setting

Sounds pretty
complicated to me.
Is it worth all the

brain drain 7i#

equal fact. Facts are part

Bible = Library

73 books, 2 Testaments,
written & edited by
multiple authors over
thousands of years from
diverse cultural &

theological perspectives.

ruth is Truth, right?
S0 how complex can
s Bible stuff be?

BIBLICAL INTERPREPATION CONSIDERS

|

Cultural
context

Point
of view

ASK YOURSELF

oughtful questions stimulate, provoke, inform and inspire. |
Ask questions

When contradictions appear
If wou do ot know the contexst oF the context

= unclear

If multiple intlerprelations seem possible
If the wording of the passage seems puzzhing

ar obhsocurs

Tha passags, or isaching somaons draws for

the passage, denies or
[=Edul=Tgl=0p T =]

negates ywour lived

What is this book or passage’s literary genre? What are the guidelines for

undarstanding it?

What was the historical situation at the time this book was written? How did
the human authons) address this situation?

Is there a culbural practice or attitude reflacted in this book/passage that | need
o wnderstand 1o appreciale the author{s) intenticn?

How does this ook or story it into the overall story of salvation history?

l= . understanding of this passage consistent with the rest of Scripture?

Duck or

Literary Form

CONTEXT MATTERS

CONTEXT MATTERS

| shoot people

A =
Then | take them into

ark rooms
and blow them up

#DebunktionJunktion

#DebunktiondJunktion

Meaning is all in
the Interpretation. . .

Rabbit?

l l

Genre Linguistics
Language

Answers validate what is
already known and
presumed to be true,

Questions are the
source of all knowledge.

Questions

* Draw out understandings
* Refine current answers

* Reveal current answers to

be deficient or obsoleta

*  Open paths of inquiry

" Generate curiosity

" Inspire creativity

* Lead to deeper insights

* Engage others

* |nfluences/alters one's

own point of view or
another’'s

" Expose bias




One Way to Visualize Truth

Truth speaks about the known and unknown; the seen and unseen; the proven and the not yet even imagined.
Truth is both objective (true for all, everywhere) and subjective (true for some). Truth can be readily apparent and
hidden.

events

experiences

feelings

perceptions
the unknown ideas

Truth contains many
facts | different elements or
dimensions. No one theories
dimension of truth

contains the whole of
intuition truth. proofs

encounters

perspectives

attitudes beliefs

memories

Which of the following quotes about truth do you agree with?
Which challenge your idea of truth

o The truth is still the truth even if no one believes it.

The Truth will set you free.

o Most people do not want truth. They just want constant reassurance that what
they belief is the truth.

o Truth is always the strongest argument.

0 The truth hurts

0 The facts don't always reveal the truth, but the truth always reveals the facts.

0 _Faith, in things we cannot see, isn't foolish: it's where we find truth and meaninag.

O
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Biblical interpretation in a nutshell
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Step 2: What is the

/\ Author's Intant timeless truth taught?

Step 1: What did it mean then?
- Historical
Interpretation
- Literary Interpretation
- Contextual
Interpretation

Step 3: How does it apply
to me/us?
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Check off the box that most represents what you think. Forget right or wrong, think honest or less than
honest,

| agree | disagree | am not sure

1.God has a plan for me and all of creation.

2. The Bible is reliable, truthful and sincere,
because God is reliable, truthful and sincere,
3. Lack of confidence in biblical truth, is one of the
major issues that raises doubt and diminishes faith.
4. Only in God will we find the truth and happiness we

seek.

5. Everything in the Bible is true
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God’s Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 15:1-6

F | Abraham's faith and trust in God has become a
model for Jews, Christians and Muslims. All three of
these religions trace their faith back to Abraham. He
embaodies for all three what it means to have a deep
and personal friendship with God.

Let’s Talk
About It!

What does this passage tell us about Abraham?

What does this passage tell us about God?

What does this passage tell us about the relationship
between Abraham and God?

God assures Abraham saying, "Do not fear, Abram! [ am your shield.” Have you ever
experienced God as your shield, your protection against fear? If so how did that
make you feel? How does thinking about God being your shield make you feel right
now?

God took Abraham outside and had him try to count the stars as a way of showing
Abraham how many descendants he would have. What signs does God show us
about his willingness to be faithful to us?

How does knowing the story of Abraham help us trust God?

How does Abraham’s faith in God help us believe in God more readily?
R ——

D. Putting Faith Into Action (3-5 min) Faith is the ability to believe, but that ability must
be used and acted upon for faith to come alive and

make a difference. Jesus tells us our lives must
KnuwmgeBellewng produce fruit.

Believing is the action side of faith = believing is ‘acting
in faith.” Just having faith is not enough. Having the
Identify 1 thing you will do this week ability to believe is not enough.

because you came to IGNITE tonight In the epistle of James, James calls out the hypocrisy

within the community — people who were professing faith
in Christ, claiming to be a Christian, who were not, in
fact, Christian.

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need
of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in
peace, be warmed and filled” and yet you do not
give them what is necessary for their body, what use
is that?
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